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sports centre out of the starting gate 


By Stephen Forbes 


A contract to build a $20 
million. combined aquatic 
and ice centre at Parrs Park 
looks set. to be signed off this 
month. 

The proposed facilities will 
be built on the site of the ex- 
isting Waterhole Swimming 
Centre. 

They will include an inter- 
national level curling rink, a 
new swimming pool, chang- 


ing rooms, spectator seating 
and office space. 

The Waitakere Aquatic 
and Ice Centre Charitable 


Trust was established. in 


2003 to oversee the project. 

It plans to buy the Water- 
hole Swimming Centre and 
negotiate a lease agreement 
with the Waitakere City 
Council, which owns the site, 
before starting construction 
in early 2012. 


The trust will also main- 


a 


tain the facility and oversee 
its day-to-day management. 


Chairwoman Judith. 


Wright says all of the neces- 
sary permits will have to be 
obtained when the contract 
is awarded. 

“Were hoping to do that 
in the next six months,” she 
says. “Then we can apply for 
the funding we need.” 

Ms Wright says raising 
the cash won’t be easy in the 
wake of a recession. 


“We're going to have to 
come up with some innova- 
tive ideas to make the project 
work.” 

The: council has already 
committed $1.5m in its long- 
term plan for associated in- 
frastructure like drainage, 
roads, walkways and car- 
parking. 

Ms Wright says the trust 
hopes to have the facilities 


_ open by the end of 2012. 
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Club, which currently uses 
the. Paradice Ice Skating 
centre, is one of the groups 
planning to use the new cen- 
tre. 

Council officer Renee Dav- 
ies said last year that the 
redevelopment was timely 
because the West Wave 
Aquatic Centre was strug- 
gling to meet demand with 
overcrowding, waiting lists 
and competition for access to 
its facilities. 
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